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bloodshed, but on its conclusion a careful inquiry was held into the grievances of the Santals and a new form of administration was introduced. Regulation XXXVII of 1855 removed the area of the present District from the operation of the general Regulations and placed the administration in the hands of special officers under the control of the Lieutenant-Governor. The jurisdiction of the ordinary courts was suspended, and the regular police were removed. Five districts (collectively named the Santal Parganas) were formed and placed under the control of a Deputy and four Assistant Commissioners, each of whom had a sub-assistant and was posted with his sub-assistant at a central point of his district. These ten officers were intended simply for the purpose of doing justice to the common people, and tried civil and criminal cases and did police work; revenue work and the trial of civil suits valued above Rs. 1,000 were carried on by the District staff of Birbhum and Bhagalpur.
Under this system the Deputy-Commissioner lived at Bhagalpur, and of the officers left in the districts, three were on the loop and three on the chord line of rail, while only two were posted in the important districts of Dumka and Godda, which contained nearly half the population of the Parganas. In course of time, however, the Santal Parganas were more or less brought under the ordinary law and procedure of the 'regulation' Districts, and the Deputy-Commissioner was practically transformed into a Judge. Accordingly, when in 1872 an agitation again began among the Santals, directed chiefly against the oppression of the zamlnddrs, and attended by acts of violence, it was felt that this tract required a simpler form of administration than other parts of Bengal, and a special Regulation (III of 1872) was passed for the peace and good government of the Santal Parganas. Under its provisions, a revenue ' non-regulation' District was formed ; the Deputy-Commissioner was appointed to be the District officer, with head-quarters at Dumka instead of Bhagalpur, and the three tracts of Deogarh, Rajmahal, and Godda were reduced to the status of subdivisions. The areas now composing the subdivisions of Pakaur and Jamtara were at the same time attached as outposts to Dumka, and that part of the police district of Deogarh which is included in the Jamtara subdivision and in the Tasaria and Gumro taluks was withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the regular police and included in the non-police area. These changes completed the autonomy of the District.
Population increased from 1,259,185 in 1872 to 1,567,966 in 1881, to r3753>775 in I^9I5 and to 1,809,737 in 1901: the increases in 1881 and  1891 were largely due to greater accuracy in      Popuiation enumeration.    The District is on the whole healthy, but malarial fever prevails in the low-lying country bordering on the Ganges, and also in parts of the hills.